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A Caution to. all true Engliſh Proteſtants, concerning the 
late Popiſh Plot, &c. 


P. Am glad to ſee you, good Neighbour, for I underſtand you have 
been lately at London. Pray what News do you bring concerning the 
Popiſh Plot ? 

C. Worthy Sir, I do as much rejoyce to {ce you 5 But as for News 
about the Plot, the whole I can ſay, is what I have received from thoſe 

Gentlemen, with whom my buſineſs moſtly was, and they have almoſt perſwaded 

me, that there is no ſuch thing as a Plot 3 and really I do very much queſtion it, 

or at leaſt as to a Popiſh one. 


P. How 1s it that you can be tempted to gratifie thoſe, who deſign your ruine, 
by entertaining ſuch thoughts as theſe ? | 

C. Sir, I muſt be plain with you; Although I am a young mar, and not of 
your parts, learning, and-experience, yet I can ſee ſomewhat. Had there been 
ſuch a Plot as you talk of, . how is it, that ſo many good Proteſtants are now to 


, 4 
much in doubt, that. they know not on who to falten it, whether on: the P4- 


piſt, or Presbyterian ? | | 
P. You ſay that many are in doubt, and know not where to faſten the Plot, 
that ſuppoſeth, that there is Evidence enough of the being of a Plot 3 but the 
great Quary is, Who are the Plotters Neighbour, let me be free with you, 
for this is not a time to be ſilent, or afraid ro (peak ; for our Religion, the Pro- 
teſtant Religion is in dang-r 3 and that which is the Papiſt's advantage is, that 
there are ſo many x»nwary perſons among(t us, who through a ſtrange keedleſnels, 
are too apt to ſerve the Papilts defign to the loſs of their Relig'tn, the ruine, 
and deſtruction of their families, yea, and of their own immortal - ils, I ray 
let me be free, for.it may be my experiezce and knowledge 1s greater than yours, 
at leaſt in this. Shew me then, why you believe that 'there 1s a Plat, and yur 
know not where to faſten it ? | 
C. Thar there is a Plot, is evident, it being confirmed by fo my WirntlTes, 
viz. Dr. Oates, Capt. Bedlow, Mr. Prance, Mr. Dugdale, &c. to the great {aris- 
faction of His Majeſty, Two Parliaments, and alſo the Judges of th: Nation, 
eſpecially my Lord Chicf Juſtice Scroggs, who paſs'd Sentence on ſeveral. - | 
P. You fay well, in that you have ſum'd up Arguments unanſwerable to 
prove a Plot; to which may be added the Miraclors Providences that have ap- 
peared 1n bringing in Dr. Oates, and after that, Capt. Bedlow, &c. yea, and the 
attempts have been made to baffle His Majeſties Evidence, which have conduc'd 
to the corroborating and ſtrengthening them ; and what is worthy our notice, is, 
that thefe men might have gain'd many a Thouſand pound by witkur ing their 
Evidence, even when their -om- compliance with the Papiſts overrures is attended 
with the greateſt hazards imaginable 5 witneſs Sir Edmondbury Godfrey, an Ju- 
ſtice Arnold, &c. So that, I muſt profeſs unto you, that when I corfider How 
miraculouſly ſeveral per/ors, to one another ſtrangers, have been at divers time: 
compell'd 10 make diſcovery of this He{/iſh Plot , notwithſtanding the great 
Ji{couragements they have met with in their going through with thetr Evidence , 
| [ cannot 
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j cannot comprehend kow any, who are not extraordinarily ignorant , nor ſome of 
the Plotters, can ſay, They queſtion the being of the Plot. | 

C. Sir, we queſtion not the being of a Plot ; but our Doubt is, Whoſe Plot it 
is , whether the Papiſts or Presbyterians 

P. Oh Neighbour! how is it poſſible, that you can be convinced, that there 
is a Plot, and yet queſtion, whether it be Popiſh © for the ſame Evidence that 
there is a Plot, is for its being a Popiſh Plot; which was freely confeſled by ſome 
of thoſe that were concerned in the Conſpiracy. 

C. What do you ſay freely confels'd > Madam Cellier ſuggeſts asif Prance and 
Dangerfield were put in the Rack, and tortur'd. 

P. I'le believe no ſuch thing 3 for, we have no ſuch Law, and (1 think) no 
ſuch Engines as a Rack ; it being more agreeable to Popiſh Principles and Pra- 
ftices. But for your further ſatisfaction, I refer you to themr, who can pive 
you the beſt account thereof ; only I add this, That if theſe mens Confeſhons 
had been the produdt of the Torture, they might” ſoon after they had received 
their liberty, have abandon'd the Land, by running into ſome Popiſh Countrey, 
and thereby gratific both the Papiſts, and themſelves, and receive greater advan- 
tages than they can reaſonably expect at home, yea, and be far from the fear of 
being Arnoldiz'd;, (ſurcly they might be Canoniz'd, and have made as great pro- 
fit, it may be, of the Reliques of thoſe cloaths in which they were Tortur'd, as 
tis ſaid Coleman's Wife hath made of her Husbands. But can any one in his wits 
think, that if theſe men's Confeſſion were the product of a Torture, that they 
would not long ere this have made their eſcape ? But moreover conſider, the 
molt material Evidences are Dr. Oates, Capt. Bedlow, and Mr. Dugdale, &c. 
But who put theſe men on the Rack? did they not come in of their own accord, 
being compell'd by none, but by that God, who rules both in Heaven and Earth? 
Yea, and Captain Bedlow's Confefhon on his dying bed is ſuch as can never be 
obliterated while the world endures; for he, a dying mar, confirms the whole 
he had ſaid before, making firther diſcovery of their bloody deſigns. 

C. You mention Capt. Bedlows Diſcovery on his dying bed ; what think yoy 
of the Jeſuits at Tyburn 2 ſhall we not value the Evidence of five or ſix dying 
men, before that of but one £ 

P. Compare the circumſtances of the Jeſuits with thoſe of Capt. Bedlow, and 
you'l ſee, you have great reaſon to credit Bedlouw before the Jeſuits. For, 1. 
Jeſuits have their equzvocations, and mental reſervations, even when they profeſs 
their abborrence of theſe things, but ſo had not Bedlow. 2. They are ſure of 
their abſolntion 3 1. Either from one another as Prieſts ; or, 2. what 1s very re- 
markable, even from Tyburn it ſelf : their being hang'd for the Catholick Cauſe, 
Cas they call it) being meritorious of a pardovw. This is to be found in Bellar- 
mine de Sacr, Bapt. |. 1. c. 6. where Bel/armine [| notwithſtanding what Domi- 
ricus 4 Soto,and Mart. Ledeſmins in 4 diſp. 3. q. un. art. 11. ſay to the contrary] 
aſſerts, That the more probable opinion is, that Martyrdom, or hanging for a 
Popiſh principle, doth confer the firſt grace ex opere operato 5 whence if any one 
yet remaining in his ſins, having no love to God, by vertue of his Martyrdom 
ex opere operato (1. e.) by reaſon of his being hang'd for the Catholick Cauſe, which 
they call the Cauſe of Chriſt, he ſhall be juſtified and ſaved. So that although a 
Papift dye with a lye in his mouth if it at Tzbxr-, or ſome ſuch place for the 
promoting the Popiſh deſign, or Treaſon, his being hang'd is enough to procure the 
pardon of that Lye ; But Capt. Bedlow expe&ed no pardon from any of their 
Prieſts, neither was at his dying hour 1n a capacity of receiving it from Eſq; 
Ketch. 

C. How ! do the Papiſts hold ſach dargerows Errors ! then ſurely no wonder 
that 
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that ſome of theſe Feſnits were ſo confident in their lying at Tyburn ; it being ſaid 
by the Learned,that oze of them dyed with another le in his mouth. 5 

 Þ. That's true, Gawer did fo, as hath been (hewen by thoſe that writ An- 
ſwers to their dying Speeches, and as all the Learned know 3 and it hath been 
ince proved by Mr. Jenifer, that another of them dyed with a je in his mouth ; 
and therefore their confident pleading their Innocency, when moſt guilty, ſhould 
never tempt you to doubt concerning the being of a Popiſh P of. 

C. 1 cannot but acknowledg that there hath been, and it may be till is a 
Popiſh Plot 3 but 1s there not a Presbyterian one too ? 

P. Alas poor man ! what ſhould tempt you to fear that there is a Presbyte- 
rian Plot: 

C: Tempt us to fear a Presbyterian Plot, do you fay ? Good Sir, don't you 
hear ſome of our Clergy, that are good Proteſtants, to make the Presbyterians, as 
bad as the Papiſts, yea worſe ; for ſome of them ſay, they would rather turn Pa- 
piſt, than Presbyterian : and if the Presbyterians are as bad as Papiſts, why may 
not they then have their Plots, as well as the Papiſts £ 

P. Neighbour, T muſt confeſs, that there are too many of our Clergy, who do 
very frequently talk as you ſay 5 but you muſt remember, that there are a greater 
number of the more ſober and judicious of our Clergy, that are of another mnd, 
and who are griev'd at the very heart to find ſo many young brisk blades in their 
Pulpits, and out of them,to be ſo ſubſerv7ert unto the Papiſts 1n their Plots : which 
mult either be an effe& of their fo//y, or of their treachery unto the Church of 
England. | . 

C. What, Sir, do you ſay it muſt be the effeft either of their folly or #rea- 
chery unto the Church of England 2 How do you make. that out, Good Sir? 

P. This is eafily done, for unleſs they are prodigioully ignorant, they cans 
not but know, that the braveſt Proteſtant Subjefs in the Land, are branded by 
the name of Presbyteriars, as appears by Mr. Dangerfield's Narrative; yea, ſuch 
perſons as are the hononr of ozr Church, and the Glory of the Kingdom are un- 
der the Presbyterian name rendred P/ctters, fuch as my L-rd Preſident, and many 
others. Which being ſo, what Son of the Church without folly, or treachery, 
can ſay, that the Presbyteriars are as bad as the Papiſts ? What ! is the Glory of 
the Church of Ergland, when under a Presbyters name, as bad as Popery; and 
would they indeed be rather Papiſts than ſuch Presbyterians 8 what do they then 
lay, but that they themſelves are really Papiſt; 7 

'C. They do not mean thoſe worthy perſons vou mention, but ſ#ch as are for 
Petitions, to wit, the Diſſenters from the Church of Fxglard. 

P. Neigbour, ſee how you are abus'd ; For 1. the P:piis, whoſe deſign theſe 
men ſerve, mean all z»dannted- Proteſtants, when they ſay Presbyterians. 
2, You your ſelf ſuggeſt the fame; for by Presbyterians you mean ſuch as were 
for Petitionirg, viz. Diſſenters ; But, who more for Pctitioning, than Tuch as are 
for the Church of England? Who were thoſe that Preſented the Petitions 2 were 
they not Sons of the Church ? Again, How many Grand Juries Petitioned 3 
but are all thoſe Dyſſexters £ Really, if all ſuch as were for Petiticning be Diſſen- 
ters from the Church, the Church of England is become i»confiderable, which is 
according unto Popiſh ſuggeſtions ; which are, that either we muſt be Papiſts or 

Presbyterians, as if there were no Proteſtants in England but the Presbyterians ; 
and as if the Church of England had dwindled into nothing, or turn'd Papiſts, 
or Presbyterians 3, and that the Parliament being hearty enemies againſt Popery, 
are Presbyterians. Thus you ſee how thoſe young hot-heads among our Clergy 
do either diſcover great Folly, or Treachery, or both. 

C. I muſt acknowledge that part of our Clergy, who do talk thus, do diſco- 
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ver themſelves guilty of great folly, or of a wretched Treachery : But I hope 
js not fo with all our Clerey. 

P. No ſurely ; 'tis not the temper of all the thorough Proteſtants amon 
the Clergy, which are many ; they abhor theſe things, though for their doing 
ſo, are hated by theſe high-flown men, as much as if they were D!ſſenters. 

C. Truly Sir, I think you are 1n the right; but I would fain know, what 
thoſe Presbyterians are, that the 14» 18 become ſo odionus. 

P. If you expett that I {hould acquaint you with what the Presbyterians are, 
I muſt firſt diſtinguiſh between a tew hot brains that are among them, and the 
more ſober and greater part, 

C. Why, Sir, are there hot heads among them alſo? How comes this to paſs ? 

P. There are ſome Fools and Knaves crept in amongſt all Proteſtant Parties, 
whether Epiſcopal, or Presbyterian 3 and a thouſand to one but the high-flows 
and faTiors, on all (ides, are the extremely ignorant, or ſuch ag are but Proteſtants 
in Maſquerade (7. e.) Proteſtants in name, but Papiifs in heart The over- zealous 
in all parties, who are of the more 1gnorant ſort, being the Fools made ule of by 
theſe diſgniſed Papiits, that turn themſelves into all ſhapes as their intereſt directs. 

C. Do you really believe that this is ſo, Good Sir ? 

P. I do indeed: for Divide & Impera, hath been ever the Roman Maxim; that 
is, to uſe all mcans for the dividing Proteſtants z and in order hereunto, the 
4 of ſin, of late call'd, The Gentleman of Rome, (ends forth his Inſtruments a- 
mong all ſorts of Proteſtants with a diſpenſation for the diſſembling their own, 
and for the profej/org any other Religion 3 and accordingly 'tis not to be queſti- 
oned, bur that there are ſome among, our Clergy, others among the Diſſenters, 
at leaſt among the Presbyterrans in Scotland, where through their influence ſome 
of a ſofter temper have been enſnared to an infurrection. Theſe Emiſlaries being 
the brands of Hell, that have turn'd the whole Exropern World into a fire, they 
being the men to whom we owe all our diviſions, Civil Wars, &c. yea theſe Je- 
ſuits are the men that cccation'd the laſt Wars, and the Death of the late King, 
and all the Diſturbances that have been ever ſince. 

C. Really Sir, you have acquainted me with what I knew not till now ; Pray, 
goo\ Sir, ſhew me how I ſhall come to know theſe; for let them be of our Church, 
or among the number of Diſſenters, did | know 'cm, I would hate"'&m, as I hate 
the Devil. | y 

P. Neighbour, 'tis hard to give lnfal/ille tokens of theſe Villains, (ince 'tis fo 
eaſe for the Devil to transform himſclt into an Angel of light 3 however that 
you may not be groſly deceived, Ile tel] you whom you may have ſome reaſon 
to ſuſpe@. 

1. All ſuch as do wiſchievouſly ſuggeſt unto the people any thing unduly of 
His Majesty. 

2, All ſuch as do miſrepreſent unto his Majeſty his Parl;amert; for nothing more 
ſure than that they are ſound. Proteſtants, who give the greateſt aſſurances of their 
Loyalty unto their Prince, and of their Fidelity unto the Proteſtant Religion) ; 
and therefore, whoever would inſfinuate, as if they were of a Repnblican ſpirit, 
and enemies to the Crowy, are to be ſuſpected as Papiſts, whoſe hearts are full 
of Treaſon. | 

3. Such as endeavour to miſrepreſent unto his Majeity, the Great and Loyal 
City of London ; which City, as it contains the Wealth of the Nation, even fo it 
is the ſtrength thereof, and- next to Heaven , and a Parliament, His Majeities 
greateſt ſecurity. _ 

4. Such as ſuggeſt, that thoſe who are zealouſly devoted for His Majeſtics ſafety 
11 a couragious proſecuting of the Conſpirators, aud Plotters, are enemics to 
the King, and faCtious, are to be ſuſpected. 5. All 
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s. All fuch as diſcorrage and reproach the Kings Witneſſes, whether more 


publicly 1n Courts of Judicature 3 or leſs ſo, in Coffee-houſes, or otherwiſe ;, ſuch 
(1 ſay) are greatly to be ſuſpetted, in that they do the utmoſt they can, for put - 
ting a ſtop unto a thorough proſecution of the Plot, in which none but Papilts 
can be Achve. 


6. All ſuch as on either fide heighten the diviſions amang Proteſtants for the 


greatning our diviſions, weakens us, and tends to the ſtrengthening of the Pojiſh 11.5 


tereit, our decay being but 1n order to their flouriſhing. Whence then, 

1. Such among the Diſſerters, as reproach all the Church of Ereland, as if they 
had been all intolerable, and friends to Popery, &c. 

2. All ſuch as reproach and revile af Diſſenters, as if they had been as bad as 
Papifts ; Such are to be ſuſpetted. I might inſiſt on many other Notes, and mighr 
raile the number unto that which Be/armine ſaith of the Notes of the true Church 3 
but defiring you to make the beſt improvement of rheſe for the preſent, muſt go 
on tothe next thing, 

C. Sir, I humbly thank you for this, and Thope 1 ſhall be careful how 1 give 
credit to the diſcourles, of theſe perſons you mention, lelt I #rawares ſhould ſerve 
the Papilt to my own Eurt. Bur, Sir, I befeech you to go on, and ſhew me what 
the ſober Presbyterian is. | 

P. The ſober Presbyterian is a thorough Proteſtant, who doth agree with 
our Church in all the great Doftrines that we profeſs to own; they are fuch 
Proteſtants as are 1n France and Holland, &c. differing from the Church of Erg- 
{and about ſomewhat indifferent, as we ay [ but finful as they ſay] concerning 
the manner of Worſhip and Church-Diſcipline. 

C. Is this all the differenee between ns and them ? | 

P. No ſurely, for there are ##ary among them that could comply with us 
both 1n Worſhip and Church Diſciphne, who yet cannot conform, becauſe of 
ſubſcribing to tome Articles and Declarations. 

C. But will they take the Oath of Allegiance and Supremacy £ 

P. They will do fo, but they will not abjure the Covenant. 

C. Then they are good Subjefts ; but what is the Covenant ? 

P, That Covenant was unhappily contrived, as many of themſelves ſay, though 
the ſubje& matter in many things 18 good, as their ſwearing to preſerve his Majeſty, 
and to oppoſe Idolatry, &c. And Tecauſe they think that they can't abjure it, 
unleſs they ſwear that that is evil which they think good, vis. the oppoſing ſin, 
and preſerving his Majeſty , they refuſe to abjure it. | 

C. Then they pretend Loyalty, as one reafon why they will not abjure it, 
and conform, 

P. 'Tis true ; But this abjuring is not to continue long, the time is almoſt 
expird; and thez the terms of their Conformity will become more eafie 3 and 
did we lay afide this Oath, and the Declaration that is much of the like import, 
many would conform ; and if we were as moderate as the Proteſtants in Queen 
Elizabetts days, ſuch as conform not, might be Indulg'd to preach publickly in 
our Churches. | 

C. Really, Sir, methinks I like this propoſal well, it doth argue, that you are 
a man of good moderate Principles z and what need, Sir, ſuch a Busſle about 
Conformity and Nonconformity ? Let us bear with one another, and give the 
lame liberty to others which we would expe for our ſelves, and unite and 
ſtrengthen our hands again(t the common enemy, the Papiit. Are we not all Good 

Chriltians, Honeſt Proteſtants, and Loyal Subjedts ? 

P. Now you ſpeak like a true thorough Proteſtant ; for this is the prayer of 
all judicious well-temper'd Proteſtant Divines, and People, whether Epiſcopal or 

Presbyterian. - C. But 


[8] 


C. But, Sir, I ſhould be more heartily of this opinion, if I might be aſſur'd 
that theſe Presbyteriars were men of ſuch ſober Principles as you ſay. 

P. Why do you doubt on't, do you think I would impoſe on you ? 

C. NoSir, 1 believe you would not impoſe on me : but the reaſon of my doubt 
is this ; I have been told that theſe Presbyterians are a wicked people, full of pride 
and /elfiſbreſs ; and who would have done God more lervice, it they had con- 
form'd at their Black Bartholomew-day ; for they are for the Corinthian-Law, 
Firſt they't hang you, and then Judg you. 

P. Who told you {o, Neighbour ? 

C. Who told me fo ! Truly Sir, I faw it in the Writing of one of their ow, 
even in the Writing of a Nonconformiſt very lately, who ſpeaks it from his own 
experience 5 and can you in the leaſt queſtion it ? 

P, Whoſe writing, I pray? for I would willingly k-ow the Author, or ſee his 
Books ; for, if it be a ſober good man, that ſpeaks thus, I ſhould be inclin'd to 
think it true, though one witneſs is not enough to condemn them. But were the 
Presbyterians really ſuch to one another, what would they be to us, had they 
power ? and that they may never be countenanced by ſuch as are in power, it 
ſhould be our endeavour ; and if nothing will keep down their pride but the 
execution of Laws againſt them, that ſhould be done. But pray, Sir, what is the 
Man, or what are his Writings ? do you know him ? 

C. I have heard much of him from my friends in Loxdor , but Ile not report 
it ; only here are his books, you can beſt find out the temper of the Author. 
Pray peruſe them, and give me your ſenſe. 


| — —_——_ — 


A Second CONFERENCE. 


P. Eighbour, I am glad to fee you again, I have ſince I laſt ſaw you, per- 
us'd thoſe Books you gave me ; and that you may not be deceived, I 

muſt freely aflure you, that in reading his firſt book, call'd Ezgland's Alarm, 1 
ſuſpected him 3 for, he acted the part of a Papiſt in Reviling our Clergy, and 
thereby doing his utmoſt to widen the differences between xs and the Diſſenters. 

C. 'Tis true, when you gave me your ſixth Note, I ſuſpected him, and refolv'd 
to beware of ſuch an one, But have you not ſeen his other Writings ? 

P, I have fo. 

C. But how do you like them ? 

F, Worſe and worſe : for therein he hath afted moſt exaGtly according to the 
meaſures the Papilts have taken 1n their carrying on the Plot. 

C. In what particulars, good Sir ? | | 

P. You mult remember that Mr. D»gdale gave in on Oath, that *'twas the Pa- 
piſts deſign to kill the King, and to caſt it on the Presbyterians : and Mr. Dar- 
gcrfield aflures ns, That to the end the people might be prepared to believe, that 
the Pre«hyierian Principles were adjuſted for fuch bloody deſigns , their coun- 
{-] vas, that Pamphlets be written to repreſent them as a proud, and wicked, ſcl- 
hih and bloody people. All which is done by this man, Joh» Humphryes (as he 
at laſt calls himſfelt ), who reprefents the Presbyterians to be men for the Corin- 
iL32::-Law, that will firi? hang a man, and then Judg him + and this he faith, he 
bath experienced, as if they had firſt hang'd him, and then judged him ; and he 
45 able to tell the world as much after his being hang'd by 'em, as Sir Edmord- 
bury Godfrey was able to walk from Somerſet-houſe to Primroſe-hill after his being 
ſtrangled. The ſecond Popiſh Miracle ! 


C, "How 
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C. ' How, Sir. doth he lay ſo ? 
P. Miſtake me not 3 but he ſpeaks to this purpoſe, viz, thar he hath experi- 
enced, that the Presbyterians are for the Corinthian-Law, i. &. firſt to hang men, 
and ther judg them 3 and who can imagine, but rhat this is his meanivg ? Bur 
whether it be fo or no, h< doth att agreeably unto the Popiſh meures, and doth 
their Work far them more cffcctually than Madam Celizers, who 1s protclicdly a 


Papilt. 
C. Do you think he 1s a Papiit ? " 


P, Sir, I know not what to think of h 
Papiits, as if he had been ſpit out of their 
is a Child, not to ſay a 

C. Good Sir don't ſcandalize the man, for he is a man of worth among that 
Garg, and a.man of learning and moderation. Author of the middle way, ls he 
not 2? 

P, Neighbour, you are a young mar, be not too credulous 3 you cannot bur 
be ſenſible, that you have been in ove things miſtaken ; and remember, that 
you your ſelf juif now (aid, that you did ſuſpect him, and would b«. ware of ſh 

"a one; and [ wiſh all good people would ; and whereas you ſay he 4s both a 
learned, and a moderate man, the Anthor of the middle way 3 'tis all a great 
miſtake. 

f: Say you ſo, Sir. But how doth that appear ? 

P, File ſhew you particularly ; and mult atfure you, that 'tis not the Author 
of the middle way, but a man of another temper : The Author of the mid-:le 
way (though a Nonconformiſt) is a man of great learning, and judgment, and 
moderation, whoſe foul abhors to write fo-z»kumarely, or fo unlike a Chriltia11 
as this man hath done 3 fot this man fills; his Papers with ſuch wnclear frnf}, that 
| am aſham'd to-rehearſe it; for it diſcovers ſo much ignorance, patiion and 
peeviſhneſs, that he muſt be conlidered either as a man crack*d in his inrellc- 
Ftuals, or as a man of; evil principles 3 but conſider him either way, his Reps- 
tation cannot be ſuch, as to engage any ſober man to regard his {currilous and 
lying Pamphlets. | ve | 

C. But there are many who follow him, yea ſome ſober perſons. 

P. If fo, I am heartily ſorry. "Tis a great reproach to. Dyſſenters : for, which 
reaſon, thoſe ignorant perſorn$ (for none but ſuch can be deluded by ſuch a man) 
are to be lamented and blamed ; for what is there in the man (if his Converſa- 
tion and Preaching be ſuitable to his Writings) that ſhould tempt any to ad- 
mire him ? Is it his boldneſs, or his ignorance, or his errovr, or his beſpatrering and 
aſperſing a/ Proteſtants 2 Will they believe bis Preaching ? why then will they 
not believe his Writing, and-conclude all Proteſtants tobe as vile as he makes *em 
Or will they believe his Writings, and that all Proteſtants (for no Conformiit. 
nor Nonconforauſt can eſcape the Jath of bis tongue ), are tuch as he ſaith they 
are, then hitherto they have been deceived? and'to whom can they turn tor 
ſafety, but to the Papiſts ? And if you. will beheve what he ſaith when he ral: 

"— Diſſenters , even ſo you muſt when he rails againft the Church of E14- 
land. * Bj w:1 YL 1 ; 

C. Truly, Sir, there is as much reaſon in what you fay , and therefore I (bull 
have a greater care of ſuch thay formerly : for according to the repreſentation, 
you have given of the Presbyterians, they cannot be. us bad as he make: r1;cm ; 

_ ant] if they are.not, he doth very ll to.xevile. 'em thus. Ee th Pp byte 

P. Remember he reviles all Proteſtants, our;Church: as well as Diflſcnters ; 
and therefore I caution you not only. agamft' that man, but every ſuch -mab , 
and ſtill be engaged to adhere unto ths Proteſtant Religion, which 3s the. true, 

' Reuiioten, 


but ſure I am, he ads as like the 
uths 3 and if hc be not a Pay7it, he 


_ 
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agreeable to the ſacred Scripture, confirmed of old by many a Miracle, and 
all the Prophets and Apoltlcs ; and of late alſo: by the blood of many Mar- 
tyrs: | 
. C. 1 thank you for your advice, and wiſh that the wore ignorant among the 
Djſſenters, would tollow the ſame ; for, I have been inform'd by a Neighbour, 
who knows many of 'em, that they are mighty ready to entertain any reports, 
though ungrounded, and prejudicial to the Proteſtant intereſt. = 

P. My good friend, 1 do wiſh fgytoo 3 and moreover do heartily defire, that 
there were not as many 1n our , that are too peeviſh and fooliſh, yea too 
apt to believe any thing that 15WMzZ'd up and down by the Papiſts. 

C. 'Tis fad, if it be true as you fay. 

P. I ſpeak no more than I know ; for whenever the Papiſts would revile 
the Epiſcopal, (it may be ſometime under the notion of a Dillenter) : Oh how 
ready are Diſſenters to take it up, and ſay, Report, and we will report 5 and 
our people are ever with them, and 1t rejoyceth too too many of 'em to hear 
any thing evil, how falſty ſoever, againſt the Diſſenters. 

C. Then we do the Papilts work for them. . 

P. We do fo: And truly unleſs they will on both (ides be adviſed, and think 
better one of azother, and conſider more deliberately what 1s their Joynt-intereſt, 
we are a ruin'd People. ; 

{. But, Sir, what 1s our Joynt-intereſt ? 

P. Ile be particular in ſhewing you. 


1. Tobe fully perſwaded that the Papiſts are carrying on a bloody Plot againſt the 
Proteſtant Religion, his Majeſty's Life and Government : For nothing more ſure, 
than that the eradicating the Proteſtant Religion , and the deſtruFion of the 
Proteſtants, is the Papiſts aim. Whence although their deſigns are ſo inhumane 
and cruel, that they dare not before an Execution own it ; yet nothing more 
evident, than that they breathe after the blood of the King, and of all Prote- 
ſtants, whether Epiſcopal or Presbyterian 3 and no queſtion their aim is moſtly 
at ſuch as are in places of profit ; and conſequently more againſt the Conformrift, 
than the Nozconformiſt. | 

2. The uniting at leaſt ſo far, as to uſe. all juſt means for the preſervation of 
true Religion, our King, our Families, and Poiterity, 


1. All old quarrels and animoſities muſt be forgotten 5 and we muſt learn of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to be more week and bumble, forgiving thoſe that tref 
paſs againlt us, and never render evil for good 5 but contrariwiſe, good for 
evil. The Epiſcopal muſt forget the injuries they received from the Presbyte- 
rians long ago; and do nothing by way of revexge-z and the Presbyterians muſt 
not remember the ſeverities they have met with from the Epiſcopal eſe laſt 
twenty years, and render evil for evil. | 

2. All ſhould reſolve as one mar, to att like Queen Elizabeths Prote- 

ants. F' =o 
} 3. It greatly concerns all Proteſtants, never to fear the Papiſts cruelties, nor ex- 
peF their mercies. 


1. Fear them not. Reſiſt the Devil, and he'l flee from you 5 nothing can 
more effeQtually break all their Plots, than "Proteſtant courage. Their work” is 
Helliſh, and ſo is their Maſter, and ſo are their principles, and the methods they 
take; 'tis after the blood of Innocents they hunt, by lying and perjury, and 
every evil way blaſpheming God and the King; and therefore God'is againſt 
them, 
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them, and their own conſciences cannot but now and then terrifie and affrighter 
them. But or cauſe is the Lords, the defending our King and our {Ives againilt 
the unjuſt cruelties of the Papiſts , the abiding firm to Gofpel-Truths z God 35 
on our ſide 5 Why then ſhould we fear ? Fear them not, but ſtand (till, and you 
ſhall ſee the Salvation of -God. | | | | 

2, Expe@ not their mercies, they are a treacherous deceitful people, and no 
faith is to be kept with Heyeticks, i.e. with Proteſtants, is their Rule. Let not 
Diſſenters, nor any of the Church of England think that they ſhall be ſpared, if 
ever Popery prevails 3 they'l ſay, Hail Maſter, and bettay you ;, they'l kiſs you, and 
cut your throats. Believe them not, for they are made up of lies, equivocations, 
and mental reſervations, and count it meritorious to kill : Proteſtant Dogs, as 
they call us. Be not therefore gned out of your Religion; nor flattered in- 
to their ſnare. Queen Mary made brave Promiſes to the Gofpellers (5. e.) the 
Proteſtants, but all ended either in cruel] Priſons, as the Biſhops Cole- houſe, 
Lollards Tower, &c. or in Smithfield , and many other Fires. 

4- Tis our joint-intereſt to remember the wonderful deliverances God hath 
given our Kirg, the great City, and theſe Kingdoms, in order to the ſhewing 
our unfeigned thankfulneſs by an hearty Reformation. Let us not infiſt on the 
Tything Mint, Annife and Cummin, and neglect the great and weighty matters of 
the Law ; nor let us inſiſt on trifles, and neglett this great duty of Reformation. 
Tis the call of the preſent Providence, the duty. of the day, and the Lord help 
both you and my ſelf to an honeſt obedience, and then we {hall all have cauſe to 
magnifie the Lord for further and fuller Salvations. 

. I thankfully acknowledg your love, in that you have given your ſclf fo 

great a trouble to inlighten me in theſe neceſſary points. I would only beg the 
favour of your thoughts concerning one thing,. and I have done. 

P. What is that, Nagghbour? RES | 

C. Sir, I have been told, ,that there was a Parl:;ament ſome months ſince, that 
did Reſolve in the Houſe, That if the King ſhould be taken away by any un- 
timely death (which God forbid ) they would revenge his death on the Papiſis. 
What reaſons can there be given for ſuch a Reſolve £ | | 

P. 'Tis not to be queſtioned, but that that great Conncil did what they did 
on the higheſt reaſons, namely, To ſhew their Loyalty and Love to his Majeſty, 
to aſſure the oy, that the day ſhould not be —_—— though they ſhould 
accompliſh their Deviliſh deſig, viz. the. death of. our Soveraign, and therefore 
twould be their Intereſt to keep themſelves from Treaſon, and the blood of 

Proteſtant Princes. | | | | | 

C. But what equity is there in revenging his death on all Papiſts f 

P. Great equity : For the Treaſon of theſe bloody wretches is of the highe/? 
nature, 1t being to deſtroy the beſt of Kings, and the Proteſtant Religion, yea. 
and to ruin theſe Kingdoms by turning us all into blood, which deſign can ne- 
ver 1n their own apprehenſions be accompliſhed but by the whole Popiſh ſtrength ; 
and therefore 'tis not to be queſtioned but that the whole party, at leaſt all men 
of brains, and iztereſt, are acquainted with;-tfnot engaged i it, 

C. But Sir, you ſuppoſe that though the moſt part be acquainted with it, yet 
ny not actually exgage in 1t 3 muſt they feel the ſmart of Proteſtant revenge 
allo ? _ : | 

P. Sir, I tell you, that as 'tis not to be ſuppoſed, but 'tis known to all in ge- 
neral, although ſome may hate the Treaſon becauſe of the bloodineſs thereof, 
at leaſt with reference to. their kindred that are among ProtefZants ; or ic may 
be, they are ſo much Exgliſh men as not to engage actually ; yet ſince they know 
the Treaſon, their concealing of it is enough to make them guilty. ET 16D 

C. There 
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C. There is much in that which I did not ſo mich cor fider, and F am fore 
for my imploy, you know Sir, calls re urto Civers parts of 1he Lard, that the 
generality of Protc{iants are fo frm to ike Proteſtart Religion, fo duriful, affe. 
ionate, and loyal to his Majctty, that they will be fo full of rage, ſhould the 
Papiſts make the attcmpt and kill the King, 1Fat they will ſcon have cauſe to 
repent of ſuch treachery. 

P. I am of your mind, being the more encouraged to conclude ſo from the 
ſpecial Providence of God, that have appeared in favour of the Proteſtant 
Cauſe againſt them already. God hath been, is, and will be known by the 
Judgments he cxecutcth in the Earth z the wicked being taken in-the ſnare, 
they have laid for the innocent. The Lord reigns, ard by ſignal Provi- 
dences he hath prevented the execution of Popiſh Plots, in doing fo by his 
own arm ; turning that againſt ther, which tkey cehgned for themfclves ; as 
the death of Sir Edmondbury Godfrey, &c. God brings about his own glory, 
and the Proteſtants ſafety by the moſt unlikely and improbable ways, as 
might be ſhewn diverlly. BurI am call'd away, and can only add, That if we 
are not too ſecure, nor too fearful, but att as becometh good Proteſtants, and 
Loyal Subjects, we ſhall ſee the Dooxr of the Plet, and of all Plotters. Farc- 
well, I muſt be gone. 


